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SCARECROW – By Ed Yatscoff

A Study in Mood through Word Choice
An exploration in great descriptive writing in narrative

Finding Evidence

AND – Creating Thematic Statements
1. Given the title, and knowing that it has to do with teens and "fitting in", can you come up with a plausible…:

a. Protagonist (specifics):

b. Antagonists (specifics):

c. Plot:
2. There are some pretty cool words in this story, let's take a look at a few so you understand the story better:
a. Reconnaissance (p.41) _______________________________________________________

What it adds _________________________________________________________

b. methodically (p.41)  _________________________________________________________

What it adds  _________________________________________________________

c. swagger (p.44)  _________________________________________________________

What it adds  _________________________________________________________

d. mottled (p.44)  _________________________________________________________

What it adds  _________________________________________________________
e. decipher (p.48)  _________________________________________________________

What it adds  _________________________________________________________

3. Find 3 great examples of simile or metaphor in the story. ADVANCED – Explain them

i. ___________________________________________

a. ______________________________________________________________________

ii. ___________________________________________

a. _______________________________________________________________________

iii. __________________________________________

a. _______________________________________________________________________

4. MOOD CREATION -The author is very skillful at creating mood in this short story.  The mood often changes depending on how Davey feels about a situation.  For example, it shifts from being hopeful and excited to nervous or fearful.  In the chart below, find 1 quote from the text (please give quotations) that demonstrates how the selection of details and word choice creates the specific mood.  
	
	Evidence that demonstrates mood

(quotations)
	Analysis (how does the word choice/details selected create the mood)

	1

Something frantic/nervous
	
	

	2.

"In the Zone", Zen
	
	


5. Thematic Statements

A thematic statement is that core idea of a work expressed in the simplest form.  Chip away at all the plot, characters and specifics of the story to reveal the inner message of entire work.  To do that, go throught the following steps.  Work in partners here.
	Step 1- Identify the main conflicts in the story
	

	Step 2 – What were the outcomes?  Was this expected?
	

	Step 3 – Write down the GIST of the ideas (what you feel is being hinted at)
	

	Step 4 – Devise a THEMATIC STATEMENT (s)

· Avoid absolutes (all people are evil)

· Avoid judgement (choosing friends over family is bad)

· Avoid clichés (e.g. Absence makes the heart grow fonder)
	


